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***Pending***
AMENDMENT No. 1 PROPOSED TO

Senate Bill NO. 3222

By Representative(s) Committee

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting
in lieu thereof the following:

SECTION 1. Chapter 893, Local and Private Laws of 1973, as
amended by Chapter 849, Local and Private Laws of 1974, as amended
by Chapter 420, Local and Private Laws of 1975, as amended by
Chapter 941, Local and Private Laws of 1978, as amended by Chapter
843, Local and Private Laws of 1989, as amended by Chapter 882,
Local and Private Laws of 1990, as amended by Chapter 888, Local
and Private Laws of 1992, as amended by Chapter 994, Local and
Private Laws of 1998, is amended as follows:

Section 1. Natchez-Adams County Convention Promotion
Commission. There is hereby created a Natchez-Adams County
Convention Promotion Commission to be composed of six (6) members
to be constituted and appointed as provided in Section 2 hereof.
For the purposes of this act and unless otherwise required by the
context, the word "commission” shall mean the Natchez-Adams County
Convention Promotion Commission. From and after the effective
date of House Bill No. 1883, 1998 Regular Session, the commission
shall be renamed the Natchez Convention Promotion Commission, and
the term "commission" shall mean the Natchez Convention Promotion
Commission.

Section 2. Terms of Office. There is hereby created the

Natchez-Adams County Convention Promotion Commission to be
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appointed, qualify and take office within thirty (30) days of the
effective date of this act. The initial appointments to said
commission shall be as follows: Three (3) members of the
commission shall be appointed by the Adams County Board of
Supervisors and three (3) members of the commission shall be
appointed by the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of
Natchez. All of these members of said commission shall serve at
the discretion of their respective appointing boards. From and
after the effective date of House Bill No. 1883, 1998 Regular
Session, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of the City of Natchez
shall make all appointments to the commission, and such commission
members shall serve at the discretion of the Mayor and Board of
Aldermen of the City of Natchez. Vacancies which shall occur
shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointments.
Members of the Natchez-Adams County Convention Promotion
Commission in place before the effective date of House Bill No.
1883, 1998 Regular Session, shall serve as members of the
commission until the appointment and qualification of new

commission members pursuant to House Bill No. 1883, 1998 Regular

Session.
Section 3. Qualification, oath and bond. Before entering
upon the duties of the office, each appointed member of the

commission shall enter into and give bond to be approved by the

Secretary of State of the State of Mississippi in the sum of

Twenty-five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) conditioned upon the

faithful performance of his duties. Such bond shall be payable to

the State of Mississippi and in the event of a breach thereof,

suit may be brought by the State of Mississippi for the benefit of

the commission. The premiums on said bonds shall be paid from the

funds received by the commission under the provisions of this act.
Section 4. Organization, meetings, minutes and office

supplies. When the members of the commission shall have been
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appointed and qualified as set forth herein, and not more than
thirty (30) days thereafter, they shall hold an organizational
meeting after giving not less than ten (10) days' notice of the
time and place of such meeting. Such call notice shall be given
by the Mayor of the City of Natchez. At such meeting a quorum
shall be four (4) commissioners; a majority of those members
attending shall elect a president and secretary, both of whom
shall be members of said commission, and adopt such rules and
regulations as may govern the time and place for holding
subsequent meetings, regular and special, and other rules and
regulations not inconsistent with the provisions of this act.

Section 5. (a) Powers. The commission shall have authority
to establish, promote and develop a civic center or convention
center within Adams County, Mississippi, and to promote and
encourage conventions and visitors to come to Adams County. In
this regard, the commission is empowered:

(1) To own, erect, construct, furnish, equip, and/or
contract for and operate facilities such as a convention center,

civic center, auditorium or visitors center.

(2) To own, lease or contract for any equipment and
facilities or for services necessary for and useful in the
promotion of conventions and tourism in Adams County.
(3) To receive and expend revenues from any source.
(4) To enter into contracts for the promotion and use

of the civic center, auditorium and convention center, and for the

staging, marketing and promotion of cultural, educational and

other events within Adams County, Mississippi, including, but_not

limited to, touring and visitation of antebellum homes and other

tourism attractions.

(5) To sell, convey, mortgage, pledge, lease, exchange,
transfer and otherwise dispose of all or any part of its property

and assets, subject to prior approval of the appointing
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authorities.

(6) To purchase, take, receive, lease or otherwise
acquire, own, hold, improve, use and otherwise deal in real or
personal property or any interest therein, wherever situated,
according to the requirements of Chapter 7, Title 31, Mississippi
Code of 1972, regarding public purchases.

(7) To take all actions necessary to comply with
Chapter 46, Title 11, Mississippi Code of 1972.

(8) To pledge to one or more lending institutions the
revenues derived from the tax levy authorized under Section 6 of
this act as it existed before May 1, 1989, for such period of time
as is necessary to repay any loan or loans incurred by the
commission for the purpose of accomplishing the provisions of this
act.

(9) To use or pledge the revenues derived from the tax

levy authorized under the provisions of this act and to secure and

pay debt service for any general obligation or other debt incurred

by the governing authorities of the City of Natchez for the

purpose of accomplishing the provisions of this act.

(10) To use or pledge the revenues derived from the tax

levy authorized under the provisions of this act to secure and

make lease payments under any lease and lease purchase agreements

entered into by the governing authorities of the City of Natchez

pursuant to the provisions of Sections 31-8-1 through 31-8-13,

Mississippi Code of 1972, for the purpose of accomplishing the

provisions of this act.

(11) To accept qifts, gratuities and donations and to

enter into loan agreements with the City of Natchez, Mississippi.

Such appropriation, qgift, donation or loan shall be expended in

the support and maintenance of the commission, and its functions

and operations, or on such terms as provided in such qift or loan.

(12) To enter into contracts or agreements with the
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City of Natchez for the efficient and economical administration of

the commission's operations, including, but not limited to,

personnel management, group health insurance, purchasing

procedures, payroll, docket, maintenance of checking and savings

accounts, assistance in budgeting, finance and related

administrative functions generally carried on by the commission

and by the City of Natchez.

(13) To employ or contract with engineers, architects,

attorneys, accountants, consultants, real estate brokers and

appraisers and such executive and administrative personnel as

shall be reasonably necessary to carry out the duties and

authority authorized by this act, with funds available for such

PUrposes.

(b) The enumeration of any specific rights and powers

contained in this section where followed by general powers shall

not be construed in a restrictive sense, but shall be construed as

broadly and comprehensively as possible to effectuate the purposes

of this act.

(c) *** At least once a year the commission shall have
prepared an audit by a certified public accountant.
Section 6. Levy of tax. For the purpose of providing funds

for the promotion of conventions, use and maintenance of a new

convention center, and attraction of visitors to Adams County,
there is hereby levied and assessed against and shall be collected
from every person, firm or corporation engaging in or doing
business as specified herein an assessment which shall be in
addition to all other taxes now imposed, as hereinafter provided:

(&) An assessment which shall be equal to three percent
(3%) of the gross proceeds of sales from room rental of all motels
and hotels doing business in Adams County, Mississippi. From and
after the effective date of House Bill No. 1883, 1998 Regular

Session, such assessment shall only be imposed on motels and
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hotels doing business in the City of Natchez, Mississippi.

(b) An assessment of one and one-half percent (1-1/2%)
of the gross proceeds of the sales of restaurants, on-premises
Alcoholic Beverage Control permit holders, excluding those held by
private clubs, organizations or associations, antique and
secondhand shops and gift and souvenir shops, when the gross
income of such businesses exceeds One Hundred Thousand Dollars
($100,000.00) annually.

(c) Such tax shall be collected by and paid to the
State Tax Commission on a form to be prescribed by the State Tax
Commission in the same manner that state sales taxes are collected
and paid; and the full enforcement provisions and all other
provisions of Chapter 119, Laws of 1934, as amended, shall apply
as necessary to the implementation and administration of this act.

The proceeds of such tax, as levied prior to May 1, 1989, less

three percent (3%) thereof which shall be retained by the State

Tax Commission to defray the costs of collection, shall be paid on

a monthly basis to the commission on or before the fifteenth day

of the month following the month in which collected.

(d) The levy authorized by this section as it existed
before May 1, 1989, shall not be revoked or diminished until such
time as any loan or loans incurred by the commission are fully
paid out, both principal and interest.

(e) Before levying the additional assessments
authorized by the amendments to paragraphs (a) and (b) of this
section by House Bill No. 1469, 1989 Regular Session, the Board of
Supervisors of Adams County and the governing authorities of the
City of Natchez shall, by joint resolution spread upon their
minutes, declare their intention to levy the additional
assessments and shall state in such resolution the amount of such
additional assessments. Notice of such intention shall be

published by the Board of Supervisors of Adams County once a week

99\HR40\SB3222A.J *HR40/SB3222A.J

PAGE 6
B



198 for at least three (3) consecutive weeks in a newspaper published
199 or having a general circulation in the county, with the first

200 publication of such notice to be made not less than twenty-one
201 (21) days prior to the date fixed in the resolution declaring the
202 intent to levy such additional assessments and the last

203 publication to be made not more than seven (7) days prior to such
204 date. If, on or before the date specified in the resolution,

205 twenty percent (20%) or fifteen hundred (1500) whichever is less,
206 of the qualified electors of Adams County shall file a written

207 protest against the levying of such additional assessments, then
208 an election thereon shall be called and held as hereby provided.
209 If no such protest shall be filed, then the additional assessments
210 may be levied without an election thereon at any time within a
211 period of two (2) years after the date specified in the

212 resolution. If an election is required by the protest of the

213 appropriate number of qualified electors of the county, then an
214 election shall be held under applicable laws. Provided, however,
215 that nothing in this act shall prevent the board from calling an

216 election, whether required by twenty percent (20%) or fifteen

217 hundred (1500), whichever is less, of the qualified electors, in
218 which event it shall not be necessary to publish the resolution of
219 intent above described.

220 At any such election, all qualified electors of the county
221 may vote, and the ballots used in such election shall have printed
222 thereon a brief statement of the amount and purposes of the

223 proposed additional assessments and the words "FOR THE ADDITIONAL
224 ASSESSMENTS" and "AGAINST THE ADDITIONAL ASSESSMENTS," and the
225 voters shall vote by placing a cross (X) or check (V) opposite

226 their choice on the proposition.

227 When the results of any such election shall have been

228 canvassed by the election commission of the county and certified,

229 the Board of Supervisors of Adams County and the governing

99\HR40\SB3222A.J *HR40/SB3222A.J

PAGE 7
B



230 authorities of the City of Natchez may levy the additional
231 assessments if a majority of the qualified electors who vote in
232 such election vote in favor of the additional assessments.

233 () Through December 31, 1999, all of the revenue

234 derived from the additional assessments authorized by the

235 amendments to paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section by House Bill
236 No. 1469, 1989 Regular Session, shall be set aside and earmarked
237 by the commission, and shall be paid on a quarterly basis equally
238 to the City of Natchez and to Adams County, Mississippi, to be
239 used for the acquisition of rights-of-way, and for the cost of

240 providing and constructing infrastructure and other capital

241 improvements, all as required of, or as needed by, the City of

242 Natchez and Adams County in meeting their in-kind contributions
243 and other costs in compliance with Public Law 100-479, which
244  authorizes the establishment of the Natchez National Historical
245 Park, and provisions of applicable National Park Service or other
246 federal requirements for the Natchez National Historical Park and
247 the Natchez Trace. From and after the effective date of House
248 Bill No. 1883, 1998 Regular Session, all of the revenue from such
249 additional assessments shall be set aside and earmarked by the
250 commission, and shall be paid on a quarterly basis to the City of
251 Natchez for use according to the provisions of this paragraph (f).
252  The City of Natchez shall assume all responsibility hereafter for
253 the in-kind contributions of the City of Natchez and Adams County
254 as well as other costs in compliance with Public Law 100-479, and
255 Adams County will have no further responsibility or obligation

256 therefor.

257 (9) From and after January 1, 2000, all of the revenue

258 derived by the additional assessments authorized by the amendments

259 to paragraphs (a) and (b) by House Bill No. 1469, 1989 Regular

260 Session, shall be paid by the State Tax Commission on a monthly

261 Dbasis directly to the City of Natchez and shall be set aside and
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earmarked by the City of Natchez in a special account to be used

for the sole and exclusive purpose of establishing, financing,

planning, design, construction and egquipping of a new convention

center in the City of Natchez, Mississippi, including the

acquisition of land and site preparation thereon. At such time as

the indebtedness, including interest for said facility has been

retired, then the additional assessments authorized by the

amendments to paragraphs (a) and (b) by House Bill No. 1469, 1989

Regular Session, shall be paid by the State Tax Commission on a

monthly basis directly to the City of Natchez to be used by the

City of Natchez for the purpose of operation and maintenance of

the new convention center facility.

Section 7. The revenue derived from the levy of room tax as
set forth in Section 6 herein as it existed before May 1, 1989,
shall be used only for the financing, construction, operation,
maintenance and promotion of the use of a convention or civic
center, the city auditorium and for the operations of the
commission.

Section 8. In carrying out the purposes set out herein, the
commission shall have no power to regulate or control any
existing, privately owned and operated organizations or facilities
presently engaged in tourism.

Section 9. Definition. "Hotel" or "motel” shall mean and
include any place of lodging, including bed and breakfast
operations, that will accommodate transient guests on a daily
basis and are known to the trade as such.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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